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Rene Pharaoh pſd on the 
Male-Infants of the Iſraelites, and to1.16 

tberefore all its Off-ſpring hitherto 
s ms an 
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"Phe Eviſt Dedieatory 


Librri huts 14s 


ts continuo, ub} 


vagirent, exple 
rabant. 


Lud. Viv. #1 


Aug.dec,D.lib. 
18.42, 


bath been like the Children of "on 
us, which alway died ſoſoon as born; net- 
ther ſhould this have met with any other 
Fate, but that it pleaſed thoſe preſent 


| at the delivery, to expreſs the kinaneſs 


Gen, 21.15: 


Ex0d.2. 3. 


Hen.21.18, 


of the Hebrew Midwives to zt, and in- 
zerpoſe, that it migbt live, who, I doubt, 
will not find it ſo th 4 Child, a at its 
bowever ſince tis 
preſeru'd Flee that it may not be Infans 


fron upontt of Pharaoh's Daughter. - 


birth they thought ; 


expoſitus, 4s lkmad left to the wide 
World under the ſhrubs of the Wilder- 


neſs, or like Moſes, laid forth in the 


flags of Nile ; I implore your Prote- 
ion of it, as the Antients did that of” 
Opis and Levana, or rather pray you int 
the Angels a; to Hagar, arile, take 

up the Lad, and hold him in thy 


hand, or beſeech you to ſhew the compaſ- 
7 


durſt not commend it to you, as Augu- 


ftus did bis S Ons 10 the people” s effeem, 


Si 


| Fnowing it to be as imperfe&, as Anto- 


ſhed: yet when I remember that of So- niet 


The Epittle Dedicaorys 


et. 


Si merebuntur, If. 1bey ſhall deſerve it, gn 
Emperour, Marcus Antoninus, did his 
Son te bis Frienas, Vobis-ſi dignus fu: Jy;cmwlis 


crit, #0 you, if be prove worthy ; this [ 
am very ſenſible it 6an never aſpire. to, 


nia was wont to ſay ber Fon Clandins 
as, Non ablolutus a Natura, fed in- per 
choatus tantum, begun only, not fini- 36,77 
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crates, that Children bave an intereſt, rus at be- 

a inthe Fatber's ſubſtance , ſo in their © 

Friends too ; and confider that this 

gave poor lame . Mephiboſheth title to 

David's kindneſs ; 1 hope that ſeeing 

you have been pleaſed to receive the 

Parent to favour, you will not rejet 

the Child, vir, what was Jaberz's 

Prayer for himſelf, ſhall be mine for 

you, your wiſe Religions Lady, and 

FOUT F louriſhing Noble Family, ()h! i Chron. 4.10, 
thas 
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iſtle Dedicatory. 
that God would bleſs you indeed, and 
enlarge your Coaſt, and that his hand 
might be with you, and that he 
would keepyou from evil, that it may 
not grieve you, and God granted him 
('tis added ) that which he requeſted, 
may be likewiſe Me, 


 "_ 


Tour moſt obliged, 


obedient humble Servant, 


JOHN ELSTON. 


I TIM, 


LT IM. 4. latter part of the 1:52h verſe. 


—Give thy ſelf wholly to them, that 
thy profiting may appear to all. 


PR HE mindofman(ſfaich Solo- 
1 [ERS 0207) 5 the candle of theLord, 
gx and how bright did it burn, 
- when firſt ſetup? What a 
Philoſopher and Divine 
was Adam, underſtanding 
God, Nature, and himſelf > But alas! our 
lamps are gone out, Or at beſt like thoſe Sepul- 
chral ones of old,burn bur very dimly,or like 
the fire of the altar, 2 Macc. 1. 19. hid in apit, 
ſo that we, that might have been able to 
guide our ſelyes, like the Syrians, ſmitten with 
blindneſs, want a Prophet to lead us. 

How are our ſouls, which were clear as 
Heaven,from whencethey came,now fogg'd 
with miſtsand darkneſs ? How little do we 
know even of our very ſelves, at leaſt that 
invitble part of us? And what is there in 
nature 10. contempuble, but in ſome thing. 

or 
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or other may upbraid our 1gnorance ? Our 


underſtandings, which ſhould have bcen, as 


Poets ſay at firſt the ground was, of its own 


accord without man's art or indultry plen- 
tcoully frunful; = 


— Null ſubigebant arva colon, 
= — Tpſaque telus. 
Omnia liberias nullo poſcente ferebat. 


{auth Virgilin his Georgicks, (andſo agreeably 


others ;) are now rather like the ſluggard's 
field in the Proverbs, overrun with thorns and 
briars, and bring forth nothing, but what's 
extorted and forced from them by unceſlant 
labour. Knowkdge doth not now arifc in 
our nunds, as the* Maſier of the Sentences 
ſues, at firſt tight came into the world, Primus 
dies non ab Aurora, ſed a plena luce incipiens, 
had not dawn or twilight, but was at firſt 
perfect day; but 1s the reward of induſtry, 
and the effect of time, the Divine bleſſing 


inffuencing our endeavours, the faculties of 


our minds grow up by unprovement, and. 
have this advantage of our bodies, that they 
know no maximum quod fic : but may as Pli- 
ny ſaves of the Crocodites, grow as long ne 

Ive, 
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live, and this 1s the ground of the exhortati- 
on in the Text. —G1ve thy ſelf wholly to them, 
that thy profiting may appear to all. 
In which I obſerve theſe four Circumſtan- 
ces 


CE oe -— 


1. ThePerſon | thy ſelf.] _= 
And hereT ſhall not conſider 7imothy as Bi- | 
ſhop of the Church of Epheſus: but in the 
| gencral.as the aA; Haxor©” Inov X o1- v,the good 
| Miniſter of Feſas Chriſt as he 1s termed wer(.6. 
2. The things, the Tam here, may be re- 
| ferred toall that Catalogue of virtues, the 
| Apoſtle had been recommending to himin 
che preceeding part of the Epiitle : . Bur I 
| ſhall look no farther back than the 13 verſe ; 
Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhor- 
tation, to dofrine. 
3. The manner [wholl.] 
'EyTvms ie1ſpend thy time in them,(Dr. Ham- 
mond 1n the margin) be dwelling in them, ( a- 
nother renders 1t) or be diligent in them, as 1n 
the Office for Confecration of Biſhops. 
| 4. The Reaſon, [that thy profiting may ap- 
>| pearto all] 
| Thy profiting thy {elt, and thy profiting 
others. For of bothir may be underitood, 
ſeeing the 07 azay may he Maſculine or Neu- 
| ter, 
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St, Luke 4. 
16, 17 verſes. 


ter, and the n2oxom1 may be reitrained to his 
own perſon, or include the cfiect of his Mi- 
niſtry 11 others. _ : 


L ſhall begin firit with the thing Timothy 
is exhorted to ; ti// I come, give attendance ta 
reading, Oc. DE 

Firſt, To reading. And this fome under- - 


ſtand of private reading the holy Scriptures  -_ 
only : but why ray not the publick too be 


meant ? perhaps not to ſhame their own 
negle& in this kind, the Bible (generally) in 
che Churches, while they poilels'd them, 
laying as quiet as Biſhop Fewel or Eraſmus, 
or like a Statute-Book at an Aflizes, alwaies 
in place, but of no uſe but tor references 
and quorations ; as 1f the Sermons of the 
Prophets, and Apoſtles, and our Saviour's own 
woo, had been bur an elder kind of Honuhes, 
and ſo antiquated. The Fews had their 
reading, firit and ſecond Leflon, as 15 evi- 


dent from that 13th of the As 15th, and 


Ezra 1s termed arayrags. Artaxerxes Com- 
muſtion 1s directed to him as Prieſt and Rea- 
der of the Law of the Lord; * And our bld- 
{:d Saviour himfelt did not difdain the Of- 
fice of a Reader, coming into the Synagogue 01 


theS abbath day,he ſtood up for to read, andthere 
| Was 


A Viſitation Sermon. 


was delivered unto him the Book of the Pro- 
phet Eſazas, and the place he read was the 
Leflonforthe day accordingto theirRubrick, 
faith Dr.Lightfoct; and perhaps that which _ 
the Exnuch read * 1wy3, the Section (they A353 
divided their readings into fo many Secti- 
ons) was what came then in courſe, and ac- 
_ cording to this example the Chriftian Aſ- 
{cmblies are ſaid to have been regulated, on- 
ly with this difference, that after the New- 
Teſtament was made Canon, and collected, 
they then took order, that ſome part of that 
ſhould have place in their Service, and be 
publickly read. 

St. Paul commanded, that his Epiftle to \,1s 
the Theſſalonians ſhould be read to all; and 

this mnployment at firit 1s thought to have 
devoly'd on thoſe, who were the firſt con- 

verted 1n the City or Countrey, where the 
Apoltles Preached, afterwards Readers were 
in{tituced tor this very purpoſe. Julian, 

who was hinfclt one while a Chriſtian, 
when he became an Apoſtate, appointed 
Readers (faith Sozomen ) 1n the Heathen -- qa od 
Temples, like choſe in Chriſtian ; thinking | 
no way perhaps more effectual to inſtruct 


men 1n the Pagan Rites, and ro ſecure the 
Idol-worthip. B 2 Well 
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Well then o1VC attendance to reading [et 
the holy Scriptures bz tO Us as Ter Fo cb to. 


FSt.Hier.Catal. S FT, Cyprian, * Da 1m agiſtrum, Faith he, reach 


V.j . in Tert. 


- Zan. Epiſt, p. 
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* Lib. gbodtte. 


hither my Majler, when he called for him, 
and he ſuffered No day to paſs without a di- 
ligent peruſal of ſome part of him. I Re- 
member Z anchy 11 an Epiltle to Bullinger, 
cells him, that an acquaintance of his a Mork, 
(who afterwards turned Proteſtant too, and 


was Martyred) thus adviſed hm to buy his 


Book de Origine erroris, Hortabatur ille, ut e- 
merem, Q& ſt, inquiebat,non habes nummos, erue 
rib ocutum dextrum, illogue perſolvas, "= lege 


 ſmiſtro ; buy 1t, faich he, uo rather than 


wantit, give thy right eye for it, and read it 


with thy lefe. 


What value then ſhould we put on thoſe 
Sacred Writings? How ſhould our Study 
with David's be in God's Statutes? And in 
publick, how ſhould we read them duly in 
that Congregation, where we are fo appoln- 


ted? 


The Jews 1n the Talmud, enquiring how 
God ſpends tne twelve hours of the day : 7 * 
anſwer, quod in tribus primis ſedens ſtudet in 
Lege, and they aſſign hum other bulineſs for 
the reſt of 1t. - 

But 
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Bur there's other reading required of us 
too, and that 18 of the Prayers appointed. 
You will think it a itrange Paradox, perhaps, 
ſhould I fay 'twas any ſuch kind of reading 
T imothy was to give attendance to, and yet wile 
men have thought ſome ſuch thing might 
be intended 1n that firit Epiſtle ſecond 
Chapter in che beginning, I exhort, that firſt 
of all ſupplications, prayers, interceſſions, and 
grving of thanks be made for all men; aad {\up- 
poſe that the Apoitle nught have an cye to 
the compoſure of forms of Prayer, a- 
ercably to what the Bapriſt and our Sa- 
viour had taught their Diſciples ; and that the 
mu go Moas, te making of prayers may ſig- 
nifie the compoſing of them to be publick- 


ly uſed, as well as the purting up of prayers 
tO God. 


- 
, 
Ll 


The learned Dr. Falkrer * 1n his late vin- * tn viadi- 
dication of Liturgies hath given abundant fame, © 
evidence of the utc of Forms in the earheſt 13,5#r: 
times of Chicitanity, and obſerved, that 
the praying by a Form 1s exprefled in Juſti- 

Nan (a) by ap2 05g 7v18 Sa IJ and 10 wonas my - (a) p.2 46; 
wG wapric 11 Philo (b) tor ſinging praiſes G ,, 152, 
ina fet form; he aad others have ſhewed 1t 
ercatly probable, that the forming and clta- 


bluſhing 


— 
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bliſhing Liturgies was of Apoſtolical ap- 
pointment, and that thoſe of St. Peter, St. 
Zames, and St. Mark, nught(as to the main) | 
proceed from thoſe Authors, whoſe names | 
' they bear, tho they have undergone divers 
alterations and additions. If ſo, I kno{y 
not whether a Form of Devotion, as well as 
Doctrine, might not be contained under 
that form of ſound words Timothy was to hold 
F Tims 2.1-13: faff * £ 
But had not he a giit? yes, no doubt. In 
noſe Prinutive tines, as ſuch, as were to be 
ordained, were {igmfied often by Prophe- | 
Cy,as T imothy herc; by lot,as Matthias, or ſome 
way or other had 7eſtimonial from heaven : - 
So they were extraordinarily endued ; the 
indeleble Character then was not 1nviſible 
too : But we are {till uncertain what 7 :mo- 
thy's gittwas. Many thinkno more meant 
than his Office and Authority given by 
the laying on the Apoſtolical hands: Bur 
{uppole It were the gift of tongues, of miracles, 
of knowledge, ( 4s very likely it was ) and a- 
monglt the reſt that wy3s yapoue | for they 
were given ſeverally) was he alwaies obliged 
touſe1t? Or night not a Form be neceila- 
ry for others ? Or was it unlawful for him 
at 
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at any time to uſe a Form having the gytt ? 
Whatever his gifts were, 1t ſeems they were 
conferred in ſome lower meaſure, or elſe 
| he nught have been above the Apoſtle's 1n- 
tructions, and St. Paul might as well have 
writ his Paſtoral to St. Peter, as to Im ; or 
Timothy. nught have as reaſonably have 
undertaken to in{tru&t him, as hetother : 
But whatever tlicy were, they could not 
render all uſe of Form utterly unlawful ; tor 
then of what uſe could our Saviour's OWn Falk abi fi 
Praycr be to his Diſciples ? I know ſome to 052 ® 
avoid this, ſuggeſt that our Saviour's Prayer 
was not to lait b:yond his Reſurreion, or at. 

molt the deſcent of the Holy-Ghoſt. Burt this 

1s boldly to contradict the general ſenſe of 

the Chriſtian Chureh 1n allAges of (which 

nath underſtood 1t otherwite) and argues 
' that cafe to be very deſperate which needs 
ſucha detence. Well, then give attendance 
to reading. | 

And now toReading, Exhortation 1s joyned, 

and it followed 1n the Jewiſh, as well as Chri- 
flian Church. When Ezra (4) and the Le- (4)Neh.8.8. 
vites had Read the Law diſtin{ly, they gave ** 

the ſenſe, and cauſed the people to under- 

tand the reading ; and our Savicur,when he 


had 


He 


| 10 AViſitation Sermo 
FE had read the Prophet in the Synagogue of Na- 
Ee 2rerh ® interprets him; ſo 13 Ads 15. the 


Nl, 


— 


reading part of the Service being over, and | 


It being the cuſtom for the Fewi/hDo#tors to «| 
ft Expound and apply ſome part of Scripture 
Il to the Inſtruction of the people, the chicf 
perſons of the Aflembly preſent, ſent to Sr. 

Paul and his Companions to know, if they 
were prepared to do fo; then the Apoſtle ſtood 
4p, and began his Sermon as it there tollows; 
| and this was the practice of the Chriſtian 

Church too (as hath been obſerved from 

Juſtin Martyr and others;) after the writings 
of the Prophets and our Saviour s and his 4- Þ 
poſtles Commentaries upon them were 
read, the Sermon followed, which gene- | 
rally was an Exhortation to the love and 
practice of thoſe bleſt precepts. 

Thirdly, But now the third thing 7 imo- 
thy muſt attend to, 1s Dofrine. The learn- 
ed Dr. Hammond 19 his Parapiraſe under- 
ſtands this laſt of inſtructing the Ignorant 
or Unbchevers, as the former of confirm- 
ing Believers, and admoniſhing them of any 
tault or danger ; and what more cffcctual 
way of doing this than that excellent Inftitu- 
tion of Catechizing ? Thus was the Office i 

Sg I 
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the Doctor and Teacher in St. Ambroſe's ac- 
Count of It, the NRoaA@ mTIar 11 the Apoſile, i 
the teacher of babes. 

This was the Primitive, yea , only way 
(for oughtwe know) of inſtructing the world 
in the firſt Ages of 1t, Precepts tranſmitted 
from Parents to Cluldren ; What mention 
have we of any thing cl{c but the Prophecy of 
Enoch, and the Preaching of Noah before the 

flood? And how little after, till the Law, but 
_ the Traditional precepts of the Sons of Noah, 2 
unleſs this? What was there beſides theſe «%- 
14; c51419g, thoſe natural Notions implanted in 
the mind, which tho the fa// did not quite de- 
ſtroy, it did extreamly deface? And now 
what advantages hath this way beyond all o- 
ther, nothing being in this taught, but thoſe 
neceſlary things, and theſe 1n the moſt plain 
and fanuliar manner, and above all, well faſt- 
ned 1n the memory by their frequent repet1- 
tions (as the very word implyes;)whereas Ser- 
mons many times are like the meat, with 
which Richard II. was ſerved every day ; a- 
bundance of coſtly diſhes, according to order 
of Parliament, but was not ſuffered to taſte or- 
couch any of it; and ſo pined with hunger. 
This is the planting the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, the ſet- 
C ting 
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, ting faſt the Chriſtian Principles in the nund + 
whereas the other 1s-but the ſowing in the-para- 


ble, and tho the ſeed was never ſo good, yet how 
much of it was loſt and came to nothing? 
The Pythagoreans gave this reaſon, why the 
Muſick of the Sphears was not heard nor re- 
carded, tho never ſo ſweet and harmonious 
(and loud too, one would think, the Inſtru- 
ments being ſo big, )becauſeit was ſo conſtant. 
Men are wont to let thoſe things pals careleſ- 
ly by their ears, which they have often heard 
of before, and think they may again, when- 


_ ever they pleaſe: whereas in Catechizing there 


1s aneceſlity of giving the more earneſt heed 
to the things they have heard, /zft at any time 
they let them ſlip, their memories being, made 
the Regiſtry of them, of which the Records 
are ſo frequently examined. Now theſe are 
the things T imothy muſt give himſelf to.not to end- 
leſs Genealogies,to fooliſh.and unprofitable queſti- 
ons,and perverſe diſputings of men of corrupt minds. 
Fecerit Deus hominem reflum, Q ipſe ſe infinitis 
miſcuerit queſtionibus. Eccl.7th.Such 1s the itch 
of an inſatiable curiolity, every thing almoſtis 
made matter of Diſpute; as 1 the World were 
become a ſecondBabel, where every one could 
ask queitions, which none knows well how to 
anlw cc. P [> 


NE COS . 


Pilates demand, what is truth ? 1s in every 9159 
mouth, but many of thoſe queſtions, with 
which the world hath been peſter'd, are as 
vain, as they are unprofitable, as 1t Iſhould ask 
what Fruit or Herbs Adam made his firſt Meal 
upon ? Or whether he did cat any thing ar ' 
al in Paradiſe beſides the forbidden fruit? Or 
whether the Serpent Moſes's Rod was turned into, 
were the Crocodile of Egypt 2 Of what fone the 
two Tables were ? Whether of Saphir, as fome 
ſuppoſe from that 247þ of Exod. 10. Of what 
wood the Croſs ? What bread and fleſh the ravens 
brought Elijah?what the queſtions were,which 
our Saviour asked the Doflors in the Temple ? 
what he wrote in the duſt, when they accus'd the 
woman taken in adultery ? whether or no the 
bleſſed Virgin ftaid ſo long with her couſin Eliza- 
beth, that ſhe might aſſiſt at her laying in ? 

Theſe and infinite the like, ſeem juſt of as 
much moment, as that Lucian mentions be- 
rween Z. and 7.che firſt complaining that the 
latter had robb'd him of many words, and 
makes the Greek Vowels Judges 1a the caſe ; or 
like chat berween Epicurus and Democritus 1n 
Plutarch, about Syllables and pieces of Letters: 
Bur 'ris not ſuch uſeleſs diffciles nuge, that Ti- See tmnont's 
mothy muſt follow, auch leſs entertain his inca- Moonnet 
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::8m.17, 28 Dc doubted, 1t Eliab's queition to David, 


pable Auditors with, but the ſound wiſdom of 
| Gods word, how to inſtruct men in the ways of 
Salvation, in all the great concerning Truths, 
things neceſſary to be believed and pradiiſed. 
Having ſpoken thus to the thing, I proceed 
' to the next Circumſtance [ thy ſelf ] give thy 

ſelf to them,thy perſon, thy labour, thy life;Firlt, thy 
perſon, I hope none think they came into the 
 Church,herein to make that ſaying true ofSt. 
Fobn 4.37,38. Oneſoweth and another reapeth, I 
ſent you to reap that, whereon you beſtowed no la- 
bour, other men laboured, and ye are entred into 
their Iabours. If the Incumbent and his Church 
be married, as1t may be ſome would fain un- 
derſtand that place, [ the hasband of one wife ] 
(and you know for what reaſon, that they 
might have the benefit of Divorces, )why ſhould it 
not be the duty of thoſe Husbands too to be 
ouvonares, dwellers together with them ? But 1f 
this were true, then the ſubſtituting others in 
their {tead, were a kind of Spiritual-profutu- 
tion, as Sarah and Rachel gave their husbands 
their handmaids : So- this on the contrary 
would bea delivering their wives to x gn; 
of their ſeryants. 

Give thy ſelf then to them; And yetitmay 

were 


ask'd. 


PT 
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have parted with for the doin 


made to hold two, hence termed aigy@, 


4 l— 
th... At 


hk — 


ask'd concerning ſome, with whom haſt thou 


Tteft thoſe few ſheep in the wilderneſs ? they 


would be found with ſome ſuch Levite as Mi- 
cah's 1n Fudges, and as near as they can at his 
rates. * 'Tis pity that 1t ſhould bewith any a- 


mong us, as with Hercules's Prieſts of old, the 


the Potitiani, and the Pinarii, the one feaſted 
on the Sacrifices, the other waited and faſted 
(as the names 1mport;) that any, that ſerve at. 
the Altar, ſhould not live of the Altar... A- 


mong others, whom the Son of Sirach hath Ecla8.8. 


judged happy, he 1s one, . that hath not ſerved a 
man more unworthy than himſelf : But this:no 
queſtion hath been many a man's tate, as well - 
as Zacob's, to have fed a flock forſuch Labans, as 
have thought every thing too much, they. 
& doing Ht. 
I would not be nuſunderſtood, as queſtio- 
ming the lawtulneſfs of all Subſtitutions. The . 
High Prieſt had Iis Sagan, and we read ſome- 
tmes of two High Prieſts rogether, Zadock 


and Abiathar, in the Old Teitament, and An- - 


a5 and Caiaphasin tne New. In this caſe one | 
was Vicarius to the other, ſecond Prieſt, as Ze- 
phantiah 1s termcd 52 of Fer. 24. Eraſmus ob- 
ſerves, that the Epiſcopal Chair was antiently 
qua : 
duos. 
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eppibcotlibe duos caperet,Prafulem © Aſeſſorem, and tells us 
that at his being in England, he ſaw two ſuch, 
one at Canterbury, another at Rocheſter. Beza 
termsChriſt humſeltCuratorem animarum.,as he 
rr anſlates,tmozomy AT Ya y'I F et.2.25.thoin other 
places he render the word Epiſcopum, & Epil- 
copos. The Holy Ghoſt 1s Chriſt's Vicar, fo 
PlicwP%, termed by Tertullian. The Apoſtles had the E- 
11 4 peſvip. vangelifts, Who were ſent by them as there 
was occaſ1on, 7 imothyto Corinth, to Philippi, to 
Theſſalonica ; and aiterwards Epheſus made 
his See. And ſo Titus atter ike employment 


| was left 1n Crete to ſet 1n order the things that 
Godw. Fw: were wanting; The whole tribe of Lev: were 
butas twelve /Vicars to the firſt-born of Iſrael,cthey 


Anr.P.27» 


being appointed to the Service of the Altar 
inſtead of them, as their aurp%, or price of Re- 
demption, and the whole Miniſterial employ- 
ment 1s to be proxies tor Chritt, we pray you 
in Chriſts ftead ; we of the inferiour Clergy are 
Curats in our Liturgy ; mapaxia 1h Euſebius and 
EccleſiaſticalWriters and the antient Canons, 
ſignityeth Dioceſe, of which Biſhops properly 
the Paſtors ; They only at firſt Preached, tull 
the number of Bchieyers increafing, Presbyters 
by their appointment took part of their bur- 


then, And the Romans had their Flamines 
| Mt- 
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minores Curiales, qui inferiores erant ſacerds- 
Fes. Les | 

They then that deny all ſubordination, I 
think we may judge almoſt as mad, as thoſe 
Rabbins, who determine, that God did ill to 7% , 
make the Moon: leſs than the Sun; It cannot be 
unlawtul with David for neceſſary cauſes to i sam.17.20. 
leave the /heep with a keeper. But what I have 
ſpoken thus for, 1s to mind us all of that of the 
Apolite, we that have received this miniſtry, let us 
watt on'our miniſtring, he that teacheth on teach- 
ing, be that exhorteth on exhortation. It any 
do otherwiſe, I deſire them to con{ider the 76 
Canon, where taey will find, no man being 
admuted a Deacon or Miniſter, ſhall from 
thenceforth voluntarily relinquiſh the ſame, 
nor afterwards uſe himſelf in the courſe of his 
life, asa Lay-man, upon pain of Excommuni- 
cation, and the names of all ſuch ſo torſaking 
their Calling, are to be preſented to the Bi- 
ſhop, that they may be proceeded againſt. 
Gzve th J; ſelf then to them, z thy perſon..] 

Secondly, Thy labour. Negleft not the gift 
that is in thee here, verl. 14. Stir it up 2. Epilt; 
1 Chap.s. «Cory, tis a Metaphor from itir- 
ring up the morning fice from its bed of aſhes; 
and blowing 1t 1nto a flame, Our Office re- 
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quires labour. It 18 notnow to be expected, 
that we ſhould be furnr{ked to Preach as ſome 
were of old to Prophecy, ſleeping, by way of 
dream ; or that our brains ſhould beas fruitful 
as Aaron's rod was, that budded, brought forth 
buds, bloomed bloſtons, yielded Almonds; all 
in one night. They, who can come by their 
diſcourſes ſo quickly, 'tis mucho be ſuſpect- 


jen-2,20, Ed they get them as Zacob did his Veniſon; tho 


he pretended (and they may ) that God brought 


it to his bands,yet we know how he came by1t. 
2 Sa-24. 24. Let us diſdain withDavid,to offerGod that which 


coſts u5 nothing. Not that we may notuſe help 
of others. One Prophet ſeems to have bor- 
rowed of another, the latter from the former. 
The 4th of Micah, 15 much the fame with the 
2. of Iſaiah. One Apoſtle trom another. The 
Epiſtle of St.Zude, 15 but an Epitome of part 
of the 2. of St. Peter ; and ſo the Fathers too, 


and later Poets from the former. And often 


from themſelves, 1n their later works uſing 
what they writ in their former : ſo David 
in ſeveral Pſalms, & paſſim 'in Prophetis 
communes extant ſententie.The young Prophet 
cſpecially could not work, till he had bor- 
rowed a tool 1n 2 Kings 6.5. "Tis better ſure be 


like the Bee, make Honey of what we gather 


elſc- 


| 


CORNER ——— 


elſewhere, than like the Spider weave poyſo- 
nous webs out of our own Bowels; or like 
the Moon and Stars ſhine by a borrowed 
light, than Iike Comets blaze by a light of our 
own, but malignant and Seftftenniar 
The Balm of Fewry was neyer thelefs Soye- 
raign for being (as fome hold) a compoſition 
of no tewer than 72 ingredients. Orr bleſſed c.n.mu. 
| Saviour himſelf in his Sermon upon the mount, **%-324%- 
took the grounds of it fron: Moſes and the Pro- 
phets ; (twere cafie to ſhew the parallel) only 
he vindicated them from thoſe errors, the ſu- 
pine negligence or hypocriſy of the Fews had 
devolyd upon them, and that prayer he 
caught his Diſciples, is taken (ſay fome) from 
elder Liturg1es,Ommis petitio in oratione domini- umy.2635. 
ca ſumpta eſt ex antiquiore Liturgia : But this 
may not excuſe us in any negligence. It 
would argue us pitiful, hollow and empty to 
be ecchocs only, and make us obnoxious to 
char Sarcaſtical eccho in Eraſmus,Czid captant coloq-y.z27: 
 plerique,qui ambiunt Sacerdotium?O0tium.Prate- | 
rea nihil habetSacerdos* Kip&r:at nulli magis ui- 
wunt in 0t10.Scio.Givethy labour then tothem,And 
Thirdly, Thy life too. Let this exemplify all, 
and convince the World, that Religion 1s no 
mere ſpeculation. Be living demonſtrations 
of the truth, of what youſay. The Pricſtsun- 
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der the Law were to have their Looking-glaſ- 
ſcs atthe Tabernacle, wt lot! reſpicerent an ma- 
cul-e remanerent without this all ourDiſcourſes 
arc like ro be bur as theirs, who have written 
waittily of the World in the Moon, notwith- 
ſtanding all that chey have ſaid,tho they have 
given us the Geography of the place, yet they 
could neyer perſwade any to attempt the go- 
mg thither ; and we are like to meet but with 
Caſſandra's tate, tho we ſpeak never fo truly, 
yet have no body beheve us. The minds of 
our hearers will be invincibly prejudiced,and 
they will be apt to ſuſpect that we are but ike 
the Prophet that rebuked Feroboam, who ſecms 
not ſtedfaitly to have beheved himſelt whar 
he delared as from God, he could ſo quickly 


_ diſobey 1t. *T1s excellent advice that of the 


Morahit ; Hac fit propoſuti noſtri- ſumma, quod 


ſentimus, loguamur quod loquimur,ſentiammus; con- 


cordet ſermo cum vita.. Itle promiſſum ſuum imple- 


vit,qui.& cum videas illum WO cum audias,eft idem; 


he hath diſcharged his duty well, who, when 


you hear hum, and ſce him, 1s the ſame. 
He came into the World but yeſterday, 


who obſerves not how much cuſtom and ex- 
ample Governs 1t. Bean cxample then of be- 
lievers in word, in converſation, in charity. In 
converſation. be ws xzpouF' ; Neyer think Da- 


vids 
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_ wid'scalix meus inebrians,({o the Vulgar, Pſalm 
24. 5.) one of the belt bleſſings in the Bible ; 

or no happineſs like Fudah's, to have eyes red Gen-49-12- 

| with wine, or to drink, with Iſrael, the pure blood P3214: 
of the grape ; but to read the mortifications of 
the Anticents, and their wonderful abſtinen- 
ccs 1n every kind, were enough almoſt to 
make us faint. They nught wellſay with Da- 
wid,Pſalm 17. 4. (v. 1.) Fgo cuſtodivivias duras, 
which we render, [ have kept me from the way 
of the defiroyer. Not that we muſt turn Monks, 
and Hermits, and Recluſes. 

Our Saviour himſelt had nothing 1n his con- 
verſation ſullen or auſtere; He makes one ata 
marriageFcalt,& contributes to the entertain- 
ment ; when the wine was ſpent, how largely did 
hc ſupply that want:The water turned into wine, jo..6. 
was enough as Maldonate computes 1t, ad ine- 
briandos ſexentos homines moderati potus, which 

- was to render the truth of the Miracle unſul- 
pected, not to invite any to excels ; be an ex- 
ample than m converſation, and in charity 
OO. Mj dio 2coxp i, diuayr,Cwhich the V.renders, 

; nonlit igioſum )a@inapyupo;Dy all ctheActs andOfh- 
ces of this moſt neceflary Chriſtian vartue, ler 
us vindicate our excellent Religion from the 
ſcandalous imputation of being no more. 
than ſtrong thinking, and thew that our Faith 
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1s NO CNemy to good works, tho we do not hope. ; 
ro merit by them. And here I night remem- 
ber you of the Fratres Bohemi(who are ſaid to 
Come asNear us, as any of the Reformation;) «| 
we may take up the men of Iſrael's words, with | 
reſpect to them, in which they bewailed their 
Judg-21.5. hrother Benjamin, T here is one Tribe cut off from 
Iſrael this day, and ſo indeed they had been, 
L 1 had not timely care been taken. 
2742-15,  Oneof the injunctions of King Edvard VI. = 
tf ' was, That all Ecclefiaftical perſons, that had - 
much Church prefterment, ſhould contri- 1 
bute hlrgely towards the maintenance 
_ of Scholars in one of our Univerſities, (you 
may 1n them ſee the proportion. ) Letnor the 
great and generousCharity of former ages be 
laid aſide like the habit of our Anceſtors, as 
now grown old and unfaſhionable. Above 
all put on-charity, and foI come to the 
3. Third thing [the manner) Give thy ſelf 
wholly to them. We are are ſeparated to theſe 
Sacred Offices, devoted to them, hence term- 
ed Clergy ; ( However fome envy us thetitle, 
and diſpute our right to 1t.) I am thy part and «| 
thine inheritance, faith God to Aaron; Clerus,quia = 
ſors Dei, wel Deus eorum, ſaith Tfidore, we are 
fenced from the World, enclofed tor God, 
and the uſes of Religion, hallowed and ſera- 
part 
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part to intend Sacred Functions; excluded 
from ſecular vocations and actions , ha- 
ving many exemptions and immumries from | 
|' what might give us a vocation; and yet not - 
ſo appropriated to theſe rhings neither, as not 
to be obliged to attend other, when thereun- 
to required. The Biſhop of Lincoln (Relig1- 
on's Hermaphrodite 1n Cleveland ) in thelate_ 
times (which me ſeems the preſent ſo reſem- 
ble, thatI think we are out in our account of 
| Plato's year,things comeabout again ſo ſoon) 
 _ broughtthe Text asan Argument (amoneſt | 
others) againſt Biſhop's voting in Parliament, 
becauſe they do vow and undertake, when 
they enter into Holy Orders, to give them-- 
{:lves wholly to that Vocation. 

To which 'tis anſwered (1.) That this only 
excludes Secular Trades. (2.) That the whol-- 
ly here 15 to be taken in a Moral, not a Ma- 
themartical ſenſe, that will admut no Latirude, 
and indeed they that take 1t otherwiſe, lay 
more weight upon the Tranſlation, than the 
Original will bear. 'O# 34 KIzGy 07 rms tad, 111 Inthe old 
Xenophon, W Cyrus quidem hac agebat, vel in 4 G 
his occupatus erat, notthat he did nothing elſe; 2/77 
and ſo of his Soldiers, 'or £ $i app} Koper op oy- 1 23-,50 
ToIs 17%), his rebus C wrl milites occupat? EranT ; and & ſin. 
{o Herodian ſpeaking of Alexander Severus, Is 135. 
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preparing for a German War, and being in- 
cent upon it, *AacZardy@ þ, faith he, # 19]ols, 
and yet it preſently follows, ax if aurg 
VF | F DE OPT, TET A 28 / Fd A 
afto[Suas Thu of @f95 RUTUS X% Feps pans ILAENAIJY, | 'C 
was then contriving how to make peace with 
them, and ſending Embaſladors to treat of it. 
Should wethen underſtand the words ſo ſtri- 
&ly, this might make us preaching Hereticks, 
a5 the Fuchite of old were condemned for be- 
ing praying ones. Perſons, Places, Times and 
Things, notwithſtanding their Sacrednels, are 
not always ſo to be kept to their prope: ules, 
as that they may not 1n caſes of neceflity, or 
great convemency, be applycd to, other ; 


_—_— 


ee, Bt 


and for perſons, Mr.Baxter 1n a late Book he 


calls his Church Hiftory of Biſhops, and their 
Councels abbreviated,(which me ſeems 1s much 
ſuch a piece, as we may ſuppoſe the Libels,the 
Biſkops gave in one againſt another to Con- 


ſtantine, would have made, had not his chart- 


_ ty, ( which covers the multitude of faults) by 


cicfiaftical work, tho this will have inconye- 


burning them, prevented therr tranfſmutting | 


, x : S 
co poſterity) 15 ſo ingenuous,asto ſay,it where 


fit men are wanting to make Magjitrates, the 
King ſhall make Biſhops Magttrates, and join 
rwo Offices together, laying no more work 
upon them than will confiit with their Ec- 
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Niences, I ſhall not be one that ſhall dſhonour 
ſuch, or diſobey them. Thus he. _ 
And why may not Aaron and his Brother 
, Hour ftill help to holdup Moſes's hands? yet ſome 
| that cannotallow Church-men to actin any 
| Civil Offices, .and exclum loudly againit 
Lay-Chanccllors and Officials, (tho they and 
the Ordinary are but znzs Fudex, and a Prieſt 
pr:onounceth the Excommunication) can ſer 
up thoſe amphibious Animals (as onewitaly 
calls them) Lay-Elders in their own Conſifto- 
| ries, and think them not only competent, but 
very necellary Judges in the highett Afﬀairs.” 
| Sure weare not like Ariſtotle's Intelligences, fo - 
fait bound to our Sphears, that 1t would be a 
violation of. our Office, as he counts that. 
would be of nature, for us at any time to ſtep 
out of our places; Intelligentia ita ſux ſphare 
illigata eſt, ut interim, dum rerum ortus & occa- 
ſus in inferiori mundo perſeverant, divelli ab-ea 
citra miraculum non poſit, ſay the Conimbricen- 
ſes, Commenting upon him de Cel. Lihales te 
In the Primitive times, the Elders of the 
Churchwere, 'tis probably thought, the Phy- 
ſicians of it too ; K. James 1n an Act at Oxford gx precpaoy. \ 
(held on purpole, becauſe of his being thete.) 
moderating un Divinity (vere Profeſſor Regius ) 
one of the. queſtions being, An graſſante- pefte 


te 
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tenentur Eccleſie P aſtores Agros inviſere © That 
_ place of Sr. Zames being urged, Infirmatur quis? 


accerſat Presbyteros, beſides the uſual anſwer 
of the miraculous gitt of healing then fo 
common, adds this, utriuſque Medicine periti- 


am habuiſſe illius ſeculi Presbyteros, mihi pluſ- 


quam probabile videtur (hke St. Luke, Phyſician 
and Evangeliſt;) and gives this reaſon of his 0- 
pinion. Becauſe (as gmes then were) ſuch 
was the hate of the Heathen towards C hriſti- 


_ ans, becauſe of their Religion, that ſhould 


HeathenPhyficians have been ſent tor to their 
{ick, it might have proved a thing of the 


orcateſt danger in the world, both to ſoul 
and body,andthercfore'twasrather fit,zt iidem 


utramque curam utriuſque ſalutis, tam corporeee 


QUAM caFerna fu ſciperent. 


The Pricſts under the Law had skill in Phy- 


ſick clſc how could they judge of Lepers, and 
they underſtood Cattle roo, they bought 


them tor them chatSacrificed,and ſome think, 
. f " . 
that tnoſe, who bought and ſold 7» atrio Gen- 


tium, were eſpecially the Prieſts, and their Ser- 


vants for the Sacrifices. The Divine Herbert 
in farting his Prieſt to the Temple, would have 
Mm Lawyer and Phyfician too to his Pariſh, 
and to that end directs what Books and Me- 


thods to uſe. Nay he would have him conde- 
ſcend 
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fcend to the knowledge of paſturage and ril- 
Lage, becauſe he may make great uſe of it in 
his teaching, ſeeing people by what they un- 
derſtand, are beſt led to the knowledge of 
what they underſtand not; Not ſure, that he 
would have us guilty of the injuſtice of in- 
croaching upon other mens Profeſſions, and 
neglecting our own, or underſtand a caſe in 

Law better than one of.Conſcience ; or a Bul- 

lock or a Bargain, better than a Book, or 

raiſea Revenue like // eſpatian's e lotio : But his Sur. in wit. 
deſign 1n all 1s charity, and the good of men, 

and the aſſiſting thoſe eſpecially, that cannot 

provide themſelves of better helps ; Not that 
Eccentrick Studies or buſineſs ſhould ſo far 

1ngage us,as to make us forget our proper ſer- 

vice ; Our ownindeed 1s work enough, when 

I confider that exclamation of the Apoſtle,who 

zs ſufficient for theſe things ? ( Exclamatio werbis 

neſt, faith a Commentator, ) and remember 

that this was after he had received the abun- 

dance of revelation, and had been caught uprinto 

Paradiſe ; and when 1 reflect on that paſſage 

of Pofſidonius 1n the Lite of St. Auſtin, how he 

wept at his Conſecration, and think with «tmin ufer- 
what carneſtneſs St. Ambroſe, and others with- owner: its 
ſtood theirs ; How may Ifay, as the men of 5mm 


/ ſfiftente Ruſſ.lib. 
7ezreel upon Fehu's LEE behold two p ** RE 
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fl o0d not before him. how then hould we ftandy 


tf ſuch as theſe doubted their ſtrength, Lord ! 


how uncapable is others weakneſs ? If Zimothy 
be fo charged who had his chariſma,to give at- 


tendance to reading, to meditating, (which 1s the 
digeſtion of the other, without which what- 
ever we read, weare like to be but as Eriſich- 
thon1nO0vid,tho he cat ſo. much(ſaith the Poer ) 
,  —Luodgue urbibus efſe, _ 


 Ouodgre ſatis populo poterat, non ſufficit uni. 


yet he was never the better for 1t, all the 


while but a Skeleton as Fames her elf 1s there 


deſcribed.): But if 7 :motby be 1o charged, what 
diligence can ſufhce us? LE 
And fol come to the laſt thing [ the reaſon 
of all] that thy profitingmay appear. 
Firſt, Thy own proficiency... Whatever T zmo- 
thy's gifts were, yet thoſe do not ( you ſee) ſu- 
perſede his induſtry, He muſt ſtill be nouriſhed 
up in the words of Faith and good Doctrine. St. 
Paul naſelt had need of his Books, and ſends 
for them from 7rogs.. A late ingenious Au- 
thor aflerts, that, the Apoſtles were not always 
inveſted with actual: power of working mira- 
cles, but wheait was neceſtary to makea Con- 
vert, clic, I ſuppolc, faith he, that Se. Pau/ who 
cure the deſperately ſick at a diſtance, would 
not lay<ſuttered Epaphroditus to langnuh ſo 
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29. 
long at Rome, nor leit Trophimus at Miletum, 
under a fore Dilteraper, when his company 
and afliſtance was fo neceſflary ; nor would he 
have adviſcd 7 imothy to drink wine for his ſto- 
machs ſake, had he alway bzen induced with 
this ſpeedier way of batling a Diſeaſe. 

- But why nught not the Apoſtle have this 
power all the while, only for reaſons beſt 
known to himſelt,ſuſpend tne acting ofit? The 
Priſcillianifts, and Arrians, thought our Savi-$:J0-24 
our himſelf had not alway power of working mira- | 
cles, abuſing that place, nondum venit hora me- thor _ 
a : But was not our Saviour Maſter of 11is own 
will? And his Apoſtles (at leaſtas to tais) left 
to tie free determination of theirs? A Book 
hath been writ de infantia Salvatoris, which 
g1Vvcs anaccount of our Saviour's Miracles, be- 
fore his ſhewing unto Iſrael, and 'twas perhaps 
the-Bleſied Virgins being privy to theſe, that 
gave her occalion to prompt him to the mira- 
culons ſupply of wine at the wedding. _ Wehaye 
ſomertmng to countenance thus from his diſpu- 
ting with the Dottors at twelve years old, and aſto- 
nijbing them too, Xwod miraculum fuit ſupra na- 
FUYAM. Nr ron 2 | _ 

"Twas not thcn want of power in our Savi- 
our, that he did not always publickly work, 
Miracles, and however 1t might be with hus 
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Apoſtles whether their power ſometimes re- 
treated back to Heaven or no; it ſeems evi- 
dent from St. Paul himſelf, that he had not in 
every thing immediate inſpiration. This we 
have him many times together acknowledg- 

ing inthat 1 Ep. to the Cor. 7. Chap. but Iſpeak. 
this by permiſſion, not of commandment, verl. 6. 
and to the reſt ſpeak T, not the Lord, verſ. 12, 
and verſ. the 25. concerning Virgins, T have no 
commandment of the Lord,yet I give my judgment, 
as one that hath obtained mercy to be faithful . 
Here 'tis but yowm, my opinion, no expreſs.. 
precept; there he applies and uſeth his own 
rational faculties, and by deductions and in- 
tkerences ſearcheth after Divine truth,well, then 
young 7 imothy mult ply his Study. Democri- 
tus's Well 1s deep, now you have wherewith to 
draw, ſtrength to dig for her as ſilver, 1n Solomon's 

Pal.92.13 Metaphor, and Paul the aged muſt not forget 

his Books. Such as be planted in the Courts of 

the Lord, ſhall bring more fruit in their old age. 

zu. "Tis Salluft's his Obſervation of Marius, that 
tho rwere the middle of his age, till he applyed 

himſelf to learning , having been born of 

obſcure Parentage, yet fo late beginning, 

he was in a ſhort time a great proficient, be- 

T cauſe inter bonas artes integrum ingenium brevi 
| adolevit; What ſeeds of Arts were a © 
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ſuch ground ſuddenly grew to ripzneſs. Seek Ci 

then that you may excel to the edifying of the "© 74 12 'Y 

| Church ( The ſpivit of Prophecy it ſelf, fay ſome, 

' tholikethe fire of the Altar, it could only be kind- 

led from heaven, yet 1t nught be deſtroyed, 
when 1twas not maintained with ſomething 
| tofecd upon.) 

A Cloud 4s not now enough to tad Iſrael by 
day, inanage (as 1s pretended atleaſt) of fo 
much knowledge. 'T1s not every little Co- 
met, but a Star, that wiſe men will follow. Be 
burning and ſhining lights then, ſhining not as e- 
very Glow-worm, or rotten piece of wood 
may doin the dark, but like Dtamonds, flame 

_ and ſparkle in the Sun-ſhine. Give thy ſelf 
wholly to them, that thy own proſuting may appear. 

And Jafily, What's a conſequent of the for- 49: 

mer, thy profiting others. Becauſe the Preacher 

was wiſe, he ſtill taught the people knowledee. 

He's but a bad Phytician (faith one) who. 

doth no cures: Bur alas! our Medicines are: 

not like the bodily ones, which uſually take: 

effect according to the natural proportion of 

their vertues, ours as the nnd doth more or 

leſs concur with them, and here men love 

their Diſtempers,. and { as 1s uſual with ſick. 
perſons) indulge appetite 1n what 1s moſt 
hurtful : Sed: non ſtatin relinquendi ſunt <grh wn 

allg. ___ 
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'alia & (ubinde alia medicamenta tententur,is the. 
>: Phyſicians Rule. We muit try all methods, 
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long ſuffering and 
patience. = 
The moſt obſtinate malady may be ſub- 
 dued. The perſon in the Goſpel, which had tri- 
ed fo many years divers P hyficians, and was 
nothing the better by all, but rather worſe, 
at-laſt tound a cure (tho I confeſs thit caſe was 
extraordinary). Well then, watch thou 11 all 
things, make tull proot of thy Mimttry ; Let 
the World ſee, that weſeck not our own pro- 
fit, but the profit of many, that they may be ſa- 
ved, Let us convince men, that we arenot *?| 
Sen. Fp,p.sog, Ilke Seneca's Harpaſte, hareditarium onus, ameer 
| burchen left them trom their Anceſtors. Let 
them ſee the nced of us, by the good wedo 
in inſtructing them in the ways of bleſled- 
neſs, and p:omoting all their Spiritual advan- 
rages, and then whatever diſcouragements 
we may mect with, whatever become of our 
work as to the event of 1t, ozr reward is with the 
Lord, tho Iſrael be not gathered ; and every | 
| man ſhall receive his own reward according to his « | 
own labour, not the ſucceſs of 1t: But as for 
thoſe God ball make us the happy inflruments 
of turning unto righteouſneſs ; how will it 1n- 
hance our Glory 1a that great day, when we 
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ſhall give up the accounts of our ſeveral Steward- 
ſhips? When the Apoſiles and. Evangeliſts, 
ſhall come in with their thouſands, and ten thou- $9 
' fands, When St. Peter ſhall bring in the Fews, | 
__ and St. Paul the Gentiles ; St. Fohn Aſia, St. þ 
Thomas India, St. Simon Zelotes ( or whoever | 
were our Apoſtle ) us Britains,and the reſt,their | 
ſeveral Countreys by them converted ; If we: 
allo may fland forth and ſay, Loe I and the Chil- 
dren that thou haſt given me. T hey that be wiſe 
ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the Firmament,and 
they that turn many unto righteouſneſs, as the 
Stars for ever, and ever. Here we dwell in 
darkncfs, every thing almoſt doth. 4yytu cigar, 
hold the ſoul in ſuſpence. Then knowledge 
will be perfe#, no more profiting, which per- 
tection will exclude. Now we ſee God, as 
Strato the Sun, rather by looking-from him, 
than to him (per viam negationss; ) then ſhall we 
lee him as he 3s, and there ſhall not be the leaſt 
dutt 1n our eye to make it water 1n the be- 
wailing any 1gnorance. God kinelt ſhall 
| be our Library, and our Study-ſhall be eter- 
+ nally to contemplate, adnure, and p. fc the 
infimte perfections of the Glorious Trinity, 
to whom Father, Son; and. Holy-Ghoſt, be all ho-- 
90zr and glory world without end. Amen. 
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